LOEEAINE MILLEE’S lEIS: A PEESEEVATION PEOJEC
Lorraine Miller, proprietor of Lorraine’s Iris Patch, is closing down her business.
She had a large collection of historic iris, including many hard-to-hnd varieties
from the 1960s and 1970s, and a large number of Gordon Plough’s introductions. I
coordinated the distribution of Lorraine’s iris to any interested parties, so that they
would be preserved.

After posting notice of the distribution on the HIPS web site, I received a
tremendous response from people all over the country, even though it was very late
in the planting season for many. I was able to distribute all of the iris, hundreds
of rhizomes comprising over 350 different varieties. Many of these were rarities no
longer available in commerce.

It was very gratifying for me to be able to assist in the preservation of these iris.
To me, one of the core HIPS functions is the preservation of historic iris varieties,
and I was grateful for the opportunity to save so many rare varieties - particularly
those from a time period that is often overlooked.

I would like to extend my deepest thanks to Lorraine Miller and her family for
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offering to preserve these iris, and going empty without tables piled high with
to the tremendous effort of digging and
sending them to me. I would also like to
thank my long-suffering partner Bonnie
Petheram for going on yet another
busman’s holiday on my behalf, as she

iris rhizomes!

Jean Richter
ieanrichter@berkelev.edu

1226 High Street, Alameda, CA 94501

did most of the packing of the boxes that (510-864-7962)
were sent to the recipients.

As the population of irisarians ages,
more and more situations like Lorraine

Miller’s come to pass. If you know of a
similar situation in the offing, please
consider helping preserve historic iris
that would otherwise be destroyed. I
am willing to help with the logistics of
distribution. My backyard feels rather

[Ed. -- In doing this project, Jean was
filling the former HIPS position of
iris conservator. We can all keep our
eyes open for iris needing conservation
efforts. And a huge THANK YOU! to
Lorraine Miller for making this extra
effort for the iris!
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